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Please fmd acopy of a letter to the editor by LeVar Burton that appeared in this morning's USA
Today. The letter deals with the critical issue ofproviding discounts to schools and libraries and
the impact that it will have.
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&-hooJs. Jibnries need
diIa»unt 0I1IiIIe charges

. SChools and pobisc bbrBrles
call aad IhouJd be cr1tical1iDks
to Ibe latemet 'Gr people ofall
... Only eout a JftJI 01 Us.
famUles now !IPe Internet ae
as at home. For those WbD
can't dord computen illeS 00
line c.b.arI:Ie& tbeir scIIooI or
public library is 8 natural B.C
CfSpoiDl

Supported Iarp1y by laX dol
lars. libraries are the beart 0'
OUT natloll's lDformation iufra
str&ldUre. Tiley provide booIIs,
encydapediu DDd other re
souras for people 01 all lI8PS
ana baCkIJ'ounds. Providing
ace_ to eJectronic iaforma
tion Is a natunl extension of
tIlb roJe.

And llbrarlaDs cu-e there tQ
Il.eJp us use the Jatemet 'nd
mike Wise cholc:es aboUt the
weelth of lntormadOil avan
able.

But according to tile N&Uoft
11 CommiSion 01\ Ubrartes
aDd IDtormation SdeDce. few
er Ulan a third of Amertca's
pab1k U1Hwte C3II now oler
dlred. PUbUc: lDlemet aeteS

'I'be main barrier? MOlt 1\
bnl11es. 4!5JM!Cia11y these in re
mate areas. can't a!'Qrd the
hip cast oIlq cUsIaDce and
otber telecommunications
dW'JeS.
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April 28,1997

Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Sir,

RE: nEil Rates for schools

RECEIVED

NAY 12 1997

Federal Communications Commission
Office of Secretary

On Saturday,April 26,1997, the Missouri State Democratic
Co.mittee approved the enclosed resolution asking the Commission
to implement the ~E-Raten(educationalrates) so that schools
can get discounted rates for telecommunications services that
will be extremely beneficial to our students.

New technology should be available to the largest number of
students possible.

Thank you for your consideration in this .atter.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd 0
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Contributions or gifts to the Missouri State Democratic Committe~ are not tax deductible.
Paid for by the Missouri State Democratic Committee, Donna Kmght, Treasurer
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Whereas, the Snowe-Rockefeller Amenc1ment to the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 gives--s'chools and libraries the opportunity to receive
discounts, if approved by the FCC~ and

Whereas, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service has
recommended that:

-There should be an "B-Rate" (education rate) for telecommunica
tion services for every public and private non-profit school in the
nation, eligible for discounts from 20 to 90 percent.

-Internet access as well as internal connections are subject to
these discounts.

-Schools and libraries should have maximum opportunity for "all"
commercially available telecommunications service through discounts
including telephone lines, coaxial cable and fiber optics as well as
cellular and satellite communications.

-Funding to support this initiative will come from. the Universal
Service Fund, administered by an independent administrator and total
up to $2.25 billion a year4 and

Whereas, the Democratic Party of the State of Missouri believes it
is important to advance educational opportunities in every feasible
way, and

Whereas, currently I only 14 percent of all classrooms are connected
to the Internet, and

Whereas, our nations students should have the greatest possible
opportunity to utilize communications technology,

Now, therefor, Be it resolved by the Democratic Party of Missouri
that

The FCC ,should implement the "E-Rate" in accordance with the recom
mendations of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service,
and the Democratic Party of Missouri urges the commissioners to do
so in their meeting, scheduled for May 1997, in washington, D. C.

Moved by Ken CUrtis, 15th Sen. District
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AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT
PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 18799

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS
'" repl" reter '.1

Serial: 136·97
COM: 11
May 6, 1997

NAY 12 1997

Federal cOOfljm!i1unications Commission
ce of SecretaI}'

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman '
Federal Communications Commission
1990 MStreet, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: Federal-State Borad on
Universal Service
CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The Governor of American Samoa has asked the Office of Communications
to submit comments on the matter of universel service, part1cular1'y on
the need for schools, libraries and health care providers to have access
to advanced telecommunications serVices as prOVided in S254(b) (6) of
the new Telecommunications Act. Our office lets as the local telephone
exchange in Amer;can Samoa and also prOVides outbound interstate service
by agreement with major long-distance carriers. The major carriers
prOVide inbound interstate service.

,To satisfy S254(b) (6), we believe that discounts in charges for both
local and interstate service can and should be provided for schools,
libraries, and health care fie111t1es in American Samoa in order to
facilitate the use of advanced telecommunications services and techniques.
With regard to interstate serVice, we believe that the discounts should
apply to both inbound and outbound traffic and that all long-distance
carriers serving American Samoa should offer such discounts.

The Office of Communications is prepared to take the lead' in offering
discounts for schools, libraries. and health c~re providers, and we are
also prepared to work with our major long-distance carriers in arranging
a rational and comprehensive package of such discounts. Our preliminary
assessment ;s that the discounts for schools, libraries, and health care
providers could range up to 50 percent of the normal charges for local
and 'ong-distance serVice.

Very truly yours,

~
ALEKI SENE
'Director of Communications

cc: Honorable Tauese P.F. Sunia
Governor of American Samoa
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